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SUBJECT: CABINET TASK FORCE ON QUESTIONABLE PAYMENTS 
ABROAD: FOREIGN LAWS ON QUESTIONABLE PAYMENTS 

REF: STATE 258169 

1 . ON MARCH 3 1 THE PRESIDENT ESTABLISHED A CABINET TASK 
FORCE, CHAIRED BY THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE. TO EXAMINE 
THE POLICY ASPECTS OF RECENT DISCLOSURES OF QUESTIONABLE 
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PAYMENTS TO FOREIGN AGENTS AND OFFICIALS BY U.S. FIRMS. 
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THE TASK FORCE HAS BEGUN ITS REVIEW OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
AND DOMESTIC STEPS PRESENTLY BEING TAKEN BY THE USG AND 
ALTERNATIVES FOR POSSIBLE NEW INITIATIVES. THE TASK FORCE 
HAS DETERMINED THAT IN ORDER TO DEFINE AN APPROPRIATE 
INTERNATIONAL ACTION PROGRAM FOR THE USG. AND TO CONSIDER 
THE IMPLICATIONS OF THAT PROGRAM FOR POSSIBLE DOMESTIC 
ACTION, IT IS NECESSARY TO HAVE AT LEAST A GENERAL UNDER- 
STANDING OF THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES ASAP. 

2. ACCORDINGLY. YOU ARE REQUESTED TO PROVIDE A TELE- 
GRAPHIC RESPONSE TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS NO LATER 
THAN MAY 1 . 

A. DOES HOST COUNTRY HAVE SPECIFIC OR GENERAL PENAL 
LEGISLATION PUNISHING THE OFFER, SOLICITATION, GIVING OR 
RECEIPT OF MONIES OR OTHER THINGS OF VALUE TO INFLUENCE 
OR ATTEMPT TO INFLUENCE OFFICIAL ACTIONS? (THIS QUESTION 
IS STATED IN GENERAL TERMS TO AVOID THE NECESSITY OF 
DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN BRIBERY, EXTORTION AND OTHER 
POSSIBLE DEFINED OFFENSES.) 

B. DOES HOST COUNTRY HAVE ANY LAWS OR REGULATIONS 
REQUIRING DISCLOSURE OF PAYMENTS MADE TO OR FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS? 

C. DOES HOST COUNTRY HAVE ANY LAWS OR REGULATIONS 
GOVERNING THE INVOLVEMENT OF AGENTS IN SALES OR INVEST- 
MENT TRANSACTIONS WITH HOST GOVERNMENT? 

D. DOES HOST COUNTRY HAVE LEGISLATION PROHIBITING OR 
RESTRICTING POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS BY INDIVIDUALS OR 
CORPORATIONS? 

E. DOES HOST COUNTRY HAVE ANY LAWS OR REGULATIONS 
REQUIRING DISCLOSURE OF POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS BY 
INDIVIDUALS OR CORPORATIONS? 

F. DOES HOST COUNTRY HAVE ANY LAWS OR REGULATIONS 
PROHIBITING THE OFFER, SOLICITATION, PAYMENT OR RECEIPT 

OF KICKBACKS OR OTHER UNDISCLOSED PAYMENTS OR COMMISSIONS 
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TO INFLUENCE THE CORPORATE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS IN 
CONNECTION WITH COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS NOT INVOLVING 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS OR AGENCIES. (RESPONSE TO THIS 
PARTICULAR QUESTION SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO DELAY 
RESPONSE TO OTHER QUESTIONS BEYOND MAY 1.) 

3. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE "YES" OR "NO" ANSWERS TO 
THE ABOVE QUESTIONS AMPLIFIED BY SUCH SHORT COMMENT AS POST 
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BELIEVES NECESSARY TO MAKE RESPONSE MEANINGFUL. WE WOULD 
ALSO LIKE YOU TO PROVIDE BRIEF SUMMARY OF PERTINENT 
LEGISLATION IN SUBSEQUENT PARAGRAPHS OF SAME MESSAGE. 

MESSAGE SHOULD BE SLUGGED FOR L/PM ACTION. FULL TEXT 
OF RELEVANT LAWS SHOULD BE POUCHED TO L/PM. 

4. THOSE POSTS WHICH HAVE ALREADY REPLIED TO QUESTION 
PARA. 6 REFTEL SHOULD NEVERTHELESS ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS 
PRESENTED ABOVE. HOWEVER, THERE IS NO NEED TO POUCH 
FURTHER COPIES OF LAWS ALREADY TRANSMITTED TO DEPARTMENT. 

MERELY CITE PERTINENT AIRGRAM. THOSE POSTS WHICH HAVE 
NOT YET ANSWERED REFTEL SHOULD DISREGARD IT. ROBINSON 
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